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SUBJECT: EPMG REACTION TO MEETING WITH PEE OSMAN SABBE 
REF: STATE 022354 (NOTAL) AND PREVIOUS 

1. DURING CALL ON EONMIN KIELE FEB 3, AMB RAISED SUBJECT 

OE EPMG OBJECTIONS TO USG CONTACT WITH OSMAN. AMB SAID THAT IN 
RKESPONSE TO REMARKS BY MOFA OFFICIALS EMBASSY HAD REPORTED THEM 
EULLY TO DEPT. DEPT HAD CONFIRMED VALIDITY STATEMENTS AND 
ASSURANCES ALREADY GIVEN BY POL COUNSELOR SEBASTIAN. AMB 
"ON INSTRUCTIONS" MADE STATEMENTS PARA 2 A AND B REFTEL. 

2. KIELE SAID HE WISHED TO REITEEATE EPMG CONCERN THAT USG HAD 
BEEN IN CONTACT WITH OSMAN, WHO IS VERY FREE WITH PUBLICITY AND 
WHO DOES NOT REALLY REPRESENT THE MILITARY WING OE PLE. USG HAD 
KEPT EPMG INEORMED IN PAST OP CONTACTS.AND EPMG HAD 
INTERPOSED NO OBJECTIONS, BUT EPMG WOULD HAVE PREFERRED 
THAT USG NOT CONTACT OSMAN. EPMG BELIEVES PLE MILITARY WANTS 
TO GET RID OF OSMAN, WHO IS "CONVENIENT MAN" WITH NOT MUCH 
USE. BY TALKING WITH HIM, USG WAS APFORDING HIM AN OPPORTUNITY 
HE CAN EXPLOIT FOR HIS OWN PURPOSES. HE DOES HAVE CLOSE TIES 
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REPREATEDLY OE USG VIEWS ON POSSIBLE CONTACTS WITH CAPTORS, HAD 
BRIEEED EPMG ON PREVIOUS CONTACT WITH ELF REP IN KHARTOUM, AND 
THAT EPMG HAD NEVER INEORMED USG ABOUT ITS RESERVATIONS ABOUT 
CONTACT WITH OSMAN. AMB SAID HE WOULD REPORT KIELE'S REMARKS, 

BUT ASKED QUITE SHARPLY WHETHER KIELE HAD ANY CONSTRUCTIVE 
SUGGESTIONS EOR EURTHER STEPS TO OBTAIN RELEASE OE AMERICANS, 
BEYOND ITS STATEMENTS OF RESERVATION CONCERNING OSMAN. KIELE 
FIRST MENTIONED CONTACTS IN SUDAN, THEN BACKED OEE WHEN REMINDED 
THAT THIS WAS ELF, NOT PLF, CONTACT. AFTER CONSIDERABLE 
HESITATION HE SUGGESTED THAT USG HAD EMBASSIES IN OTHER CAPITALS 
THAN DAMASCUS, AND COULD BE IN TOUCH WITH PLE PERSONNEL OTHER 
THAN OSMAN. AMB SAID HE WOULD REPORT THIS TO WASHINGTON. 

3. COMMENT: WHAT THIS RATHER STRANGE EXCHANGE AMOUNTS TO IS 
NOT RPT NOT OBJECTION BY EMPG ON PRINCIPLE TO ANY USG CONTACTS 
WITH PLE, BUT RATHER SPECIEIC OBJECTION TO CONTACT WITH OSMAN. 

EPMG PROBABLY BELIEVES THERE IS POSSIBILITY THAT OSMAN, WITH 
SHARP EYE ON PUBLIC RELATIONS, IS LIKELY TO PUBLICIZE USG CONTACT 
AS EVIDENCE OE USG "RECOGNITION." KIFLE ASKED SEVERAL 
QUESTIONS DESIGNED TO CLARIEY WHAT USG WOULD RESPOND IP 
ASKED TO CONFIRM WHETHER CONTACT WITH OSMAN HAD TAKEN PLACE, 
THUS INDICATING HIS CONCERN FOR PUBLIC EXPLOITATION BY OSMAN. 

AMB USED PARA 2 D OP REPTEL IN REPLYING. 

4. SUGGEST PERTINENT MESSAGES ON THIS SUBJECT SHOULD BE 
REPEATED TO KHARTOUM BY DEPT. 

HUMMEL 
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